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Thank you Madam Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Middleton Township. 
 
Firstly I would like to take a moment to reflect on the incredibly upsetting news of the death 
of Jim Dobbin MP, who worked tirelessly for his constituents in both Middleton and 
Heywood.  The loss of Jim is of great sadness throughout the town, he was a constant 
support to the many activities, events and meetings which took place in Middleton and I’m 
sure you will all join me in expressing our grief at this time.   
 

We have held the following Township Committees, sub-committees and working 
parties in the last cycle: 
 

1. Township Committee 
Middleton Township Committee Meeting has taken place twice this quarter, on Thursday 
17th July 2014 and again on Thursday 11th September 2014, and on both occasions was 
held at Middleton Arena.   
 
The meeting on Thursday 17th July 2014 was attended by around 83 members of the 
public, and firstly the PACT meeting took place, where a number of questions were put 
before the Police Sergeant. This was followed by the Open Forum where the following 
questions were raised:  

• Traffic problems in the Guildford Grove/ Acresfield Road area.  

• Woodfield Road Footpath accessibility. 

• Sherborne Road parking problems. 

• Lack of Shopmobility services in Middleton Centre.  

• Support of a Birch Services camera installation to reduce illegal access on Whittle 
Lane. 

• Junction 19 Link Road update 

• Speeding Traffic on Dale Road.   
 
The committee received two presentations, the first from from Veterans in Communities 
and a further presentation from members of the group ‘People V’s Taylor Wimpey’ who are 
opposed to housing development on Hollin Lane/ Langley Lane.   
 
The Committee approved minutes from previous meetings of Township Committee and 
Middleton Planning Sub-Committee, in addition a number of reports were also submitted 
and included;  

• A request for approval to proceed with an application to add a footpath to the definitive 
map between Grimshaw Lane and Roundthorn Road.   

• Approval to declare former playing fields, at Tintern Road, surplus to requirements. 

• An update on Rochdale’s commitment to Armed Forces Community Covenant. 

• Section 106 Open Space monies accrued within Middleton Township. 

• A report which outlines the additional need for Secondary School places from 2015 to 
2019.   

 
The meeting on Thursday 11th September 2014 was attended by around 15 members of 
the public, where a number of questions were put before the Police Sergeant. This was 
followed by the Open Forum where the following questions were raised:  



• A request for Environmental Management to undertake weed and grass clearance in 
the Old Burial Ground.  

• An update request relating to pavement repairs on Mossway, Alkrington.  

• Speeding Traffic on Boarshaw Road 

• An update request for the Bus Stop on Mainway East.   

• An update request for pavement works following the PFI lighting scheme on Mainway 
East.  

• An update request relating to the residents parking scheme on Millfold Road 

• A request for Police and Council enforcement, on Stanycliffe Lane, particularly during 
school drop off and pick up times.  

 
The committee received two presentations, the first from Big Life/ Public Health and a 
further presentation from Barnaby Fryer of the Council’s Sustainability Team relating to the 
proposed Wind Turbines at Hopwood Hall.   
 
The Committee approved minutes from previous meetings of Township Committee, 
Middleton Devolved Funding and Service Sub Committee and Middleton Planning Sub-
Committee, in addition a number of reports were also submitted and included;  

• A statutory review of Polling Districts and polling Places. 

• A review and consultation relating to the savings proposals for 2015-16 and 2016-17. 

• A review and consultation of the Capital Programme for 2015/16 – 2017-18. 

• A review and consultation relating to the Local Council Tax Support Scheme for 2015-
16. 

• Changes to Local Governor appointments as a result of the School Governance 
Regulations 2014.    

 
2. Township Sub-Committees and Working Parties 

The cycle of sub-committees commences this quarter, and some of the issues raised are 
detailed below: 
 
Culture, Leisure and Tourism 
The Middleton Culture, Leisure, Tourism Community Cohesion and Health & Wellbeing 
Working Party met on 31st July 2014 and discussed a number of issues and a request to 
return the portrait of Samuel Bamford to Middleton Library.     
 
Regeneration 
The Middleton Regeneration Group has met twice during this quarter and has discussed a 
number of issues such as Hopwood Hall, Tonge Hall and Providence Chapel.      
 
Planning 
Middleton Planning Committee has taken place three times during this quarter, on 
Wednesday 30th July, 27th August and 24th September.  A number of planning items were 
considered during this time including;  

• An outline application (including access only) for up to 303 dwellings and associated 
highway, landscaping, public open space and infrastructure provision. 

• An application concerning a residential development for 108 dwellings on land off 
Windermere Road, Middleton. 

• An application for 202 dwellings, including associated infrastructure on land off Latrigg 
Crescent 

• A number of ‘change of use’ applications were also considered during this time.   
 
Environment Forum 
The forum met on 27th August 2014 and received reports from ‘local friends of groups’, in 
addition to an update on ‘Events on public land’ and the implication relating to insurance 
etc.  The group also discussed a number of local issues such grot spots etc.   
 



Devolved Funding and Services 
The group met on 17th September where the Committee considered requests from: 

• Middleton Town Centre Management for a contribution towards Middleton Christmas 
Lights Switch on Event 

• Middleton Town Centre Management for a contribution towards Town Centre 
Management functions in 2014/2015.   

• A request from a local young talented athlete.   

• A request for supply and installation of new play equipment at King Georges Playing 
Fields. 

• A request for a contribution towards the refurbishment of toilets in Alkrington 
Community Centre 

• A highways request relating to Sherborne Road. 

• A request of funds towards the replacement of Artwork panels in Middleton Town 
Centre.   

• A request for Installation of Bollards on Harold Street. 
  
Members approved £36,888 of Middleton Township Funds and were informed of a further 
£3500 being granted via the Delegated approvals process; although in both cases the 
approval of funds is subject to terms and conditions being met.   
 
Middfest 2014 
Middleton Township was fortunate to host Middfest event on Sunday 27th July, which 
attracted around 1500 people, despite the changing weather conditions.  During the event 
the crowd were entertained by local bands, such as Aura and Hectors House and 
witnessed a motorbike stunt team perform a number of death defying exploits which the 
crowd thoroughly enjoyed.  As in previous years Rochdale cycle club, local churches and a 
bird rescue sanctuary were in attendance to keep both younger and older crowds 
entertained throughout the day.   
 
Holiday@Home 2014 
Middleton funded the Holiday@Home Programme once again.  This scheme has been 
running for over 10 years and year on year the number of children who attend the activities 
increases.  Middleton Township is proud to support a scheme that ensures that no child 
misses out during the summer holidays. Over 3,000 children took part in activities across 
20 different activities.   
 
Middleton’s Grand Day Out  
Around 1500 people took part in the first Middleton ‘Grand Day Out’, which was run as part 
of Heritage Weekend and provided a land train to ensure visitors to the town could access 
the heritage buildings in the Golden Cluster.  There were also a number of family activities 
such as Merlin’s Magic and craft sessions at Middleton Arena.  Well done to all who 
worked hard to ensure the first ‘Grand Day Out’ was a successful event.   
 
Thank you Madam Mayor.  I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matters relating to the Middleton Township Committee. 
 
 

 
 
 

Councillor June West  
Middleton Township Chair 
 
 


